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CLAIMS 

1 . A sliding device for supporting a rider wheji'sliding on a surface, comprising: 

a runner having first and second upturne^ends and a middle portion between the 
upturned ends; 

a deck elevated from the runner, the d^ck having an upper surface that supports a 
rider and a longitudinal axis; and 

a spacer secured to the runner at a/unner attachment position and secured to the deck 
at a deck attachment position so that for6es applied by a rider on the deck are transmitted to 
the runner, and so that a portion of the/deck near the deck attachment position is not free to 
pivot about the longitudinal axis rela/ive to a portion of the runner at the runner attachment 
position; 

wherein the runner and th£ deck are constructed and arranged to allow riding with 
both the first upturned end of tj*e runner forward and the second upturned end of the runner 


2. The device of claim 1, wherein th^fuhner and deck are constructed and arranged to 
provide equivalent riding performanc^with fie first runner end forward and the second 
runner end forward. 

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the i^Tper surface of the deck includes a portion that 
is concave in an edge-to-edge direction. 


4. The device of claim 1, wherein the/deck includes upturned longitudinal ends. 



5. The device of claim 1 , wherein 
positioned vertically farther away fromy 


{e de6k includes uplifted lateral edges that are 
the runner than a central portion of the deck. 


The device of claim 1, where/n m angle formed between a plane of a bottom surface 
of the runner and a line extending bistxfceen a lower edge of the runner and a lateral edge of 
the deck is between 30 and 70 dec 


fees. 


• 
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7. The device of claim 1 , wherein the upper si^jrface of the deck is arranged for a 
gripping surface. Jj 

5 8. The device of claim 1, further comprising /a foam material secured to at least one 
portion of the upper surface of the deck. 


9. The device of claim 1, comprising fir& and second spacers, wherein the runner has 
an overall length and the first spacer is positioned longitudinally inward from the first 
10 upturned end of the runner at a distance ec/ual to approximately one-fifth to one-half of the 
overall length, and the second spacer is irositioned longitudinally inward from the second 
upturned end of the runner at a distancg equal to approximately one-fifth to one-half of the 
Ov erall longth. — 


0. The device of claim 1, comprising first amd second spacers, wherein the first spacer 
is positioned nearer the first upturned end of me runner and a second spacer is positioned 
nearer a second upturned end of the runner/wherein the runner has an overall length and the 
first and second spacers are separated longitudinally by a distance equal to approximately 
zero to three-fifths the overall length of me runner. 


rising two /pacers, 


1 1 . The device of claim 1 , comprising two>6pacers, wherein the two spacers are 
longitudinally separated from each other and/attach the runner and the deck together, and a 
portion of the runner between the spacers is free to flex relative to the deck. 


12. The device of claim 1, wherein tl/e first and second upturned ends of the runner are 
free to move relative to the deck. ' 


The device of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first and second upturned ends of 
the runner extends beyond a corresponding end of the deck. 
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14. The device of claim 1, wherein the runner is longer than the deck and the first and 
second upturned ends of the runner extend beyond corresponding ends of the deck. 

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the first anp second upturned ends are free to move 
5 relative to the deck. 


6. The device of claim 1 , wherein the runner has a width that is approximately 0.4 to 
0.8 times a width of the deck, and the deck hafe a width between 7 and 1 5 inches. 


10 17. The device of claim 1, wherein a minimum spacing between the upper surface of the 
deck and a lower surface of the runner is Approximately 1 to 8.375 inches. 

18. The device of claim 1 , wherein/the runner has a sidecut. 

15 19. The device of claim 1, comprising two spacers that are longitudinally displaced and 
have a same height, wherein the runner and the deck are secured together by the two 
longitudinally displaced spacers. 


20. The device of claim 1, whetein the runner is equally spaced vertically from the deck 
20 along the middle portion of the ruilner. 


25 


2 1 . The device of claim 1 , whirein 
of movement of the deck and rum 
runner near the runner attachment 
attachment position, relative rotat 
longitudinal axis, and relative longitudinal 


in the spacer is constructed and arranged to allow one 
er to decrease in a distance between a lower surface of the 
position and the upper surface of the deck near the deck 
on of the deck and runner about an axis perpendicular to a 
movement of the deck and runner. 


2. The device of claim 1 , wh 2rein at least one of the deck and the runner are directly 


/ secured )arthe spacerr 


# • 
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23. A sliding device for supporting a rider when sliding on a surface, comprising: 

a runner having first and second upturned ends ami a middle portion between the 
upturned ends; 

a deck elevated from the runner, the deck having an upper surface that supports a 
5 rider; and 

two spacers secured to the runner at longitudinally displaced runner attachment 
positions and secured to the deck at longitudinally displaced deck attachment positions so 
that forces applied by a rider on the deck are transmitted to the runner, and so that a portion 
of the deck near a deck attachment positio/n corresponding to a first spacer is not free to 
10 pivot about a longitudinal axis relative to a portion of the runner at a runner attachment 
position corresponding to the first spacer; 

wherein the first and secoq4 upturned ends of the runner are free to move relative to 

the" 


15 24. The device of claim 23, whereip<tfte ranntfr and deck are constructed and arranged to 
provide equivalent riding j)£pfcfmance with the fjrst runner end forward and the second 
runner end forwa 

25. The device of claim 23, wherein thp^upp^r surface of the deck includes a portion that 
20 is concave in an edge-to-edge direction 


26. The device of claim 23, wherein the deck includes upturned longitudinal ends. 

27. The device of claim 23, wherein the dfep: includes uplifted lateral edges that are 
25 positioned vertically farther away from the runner than a central portion of the deck. 

28. The device of claim 23, wherein aiy angle formed between a plane of a bottom 
surface of the runner and a line extending/between a lower edge of the runner and a lateral 
edge of the deck is between 30 and 70 degrees. 


30 


29. The device of claim 23, wherein the upper surface of the deck is arranged for a 
gripping surface. / 

30. The device of claim 23, further comprising a foam material secured to at least one 
portion of the upper surface of the deck. / 

3 1 . The device of claim 23, comprising first and second spacers, wherein the runner has 
an overall length and the first spacer is positioned longitudinally inward from the first 
upturned end of the runner at a di/tance equal to approximately one-fifth to one-half of the 
overall length, and the second spacer is positioned longitudinally inward from the second 
upturned end of the runner at &|mstance equal to approximately one-fifth to one-half of the 
overalllfingth, — > 


32. The device of claim 23, comprising first apci second spacers, wherein the first spacer 
is positioned nearer the first upturned end of the runner and a second spacer is positioned 
nearer a second upturned end of the runner^wMerein the runner has an overall length and the 
first and second spacers are separated longitudinally by a distance equal to approximately 
zero to three-fifths the overall length ofxhe runner. 

33. The device of claim 23, wherein apportion of the runner between the spacers is free to 
flex-relati.ve4e4he.deck. A 

34. The device of claim 23, wj^reiii the first and second upturned ends of the runner are 
free to move relative to the dedc. / 

35. The device of claim 23, whe/ein at least one of the first and second upturned ends of 
the runner extends beyond a corresponding end of the deck. 



36. The device of claim 23, 
second upturned ends of the rur 


herein the runner is longer than the deck and the first and 
extend beyond corresponding ends of the deck. 
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37. The device of claim 36, wherein thf first and second upturned ends are free to move 
relative to the deck. 

38. The device of claim 23, wherein the runner has a width that is approximately 0.4 to 
0.8 times a width of the deck, and thef deck has a width of approximately 7 and 15 inches. 

39. The device of claim 23, wherein a minimum spacing between the upper surface of 
the deck and a lower surface of the runner is approximately 1 to 8.375 inches. 

40. The device of claim 23/ wherein the runner has a sidecut. 

41 . The device of claim 23, wherein the two spacers have a same height. 

42. The device of claim 2p, wherein the runner is equally spaced vertically from the deck 
along the middle portion of the runner. 

43. The device of claim i>3, wherein one of the runner and the deck has a length of 
approximately 25 and 72 inches. 


44. The device of claim 23, wherein at least one of the spacers is constructed and 
arranged to allow one of movement of the deck and runner toward each other to decrease a 
distance between a lowey surface of the runner near a runner attachment position and the 
upper surface of the deck near a deck attachment position, relative rotation of the deck and 
runner about an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal axis, and relative longitudinal 
movement of the decw and runner. 


45. The device of claim 23, wherein at least one of the deck and the runner are directly 
secured to the spacers. 
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46. A sliding device for supporting a rider when sliding off a surface, comprising: 
a runner having at least one upturned end and a middle portion; 
a deck elevated from the runner, the deck having ^ui upper surface that supports a 

rider; and 

a spacer secured to the runner at a runner attachment position and secured to the deck 
at a deck attachment position so that forces applie<J/by a rider on the deck are transmitted to 
the runner; 

wherein one or both of the runner and ttfe deck is arranged and mounted to the spacer 
to allow longitudinal movement of either the yunner or the deck relative to the other. 

47. The device of claim 46, wherein th^runner and deck are constructed and arranged to 
allow adjustment of the position of the spacer relative to the runner or the deck. 

A sliding device for supporting a rider when sliding on a surface, comprising: 
a runner having at least oneyupturned end, a middle portion and a lower surface; 
a deck elevated from th^inner, the deck having an upper surface that supports a 
rider; and 

a spacer secured to me/runner at a runner attachment position and secured to the deck 
at a deck attachment posi^loi/ so that forces applied by a rider on the deck are transmitted to 
the runner; 

wherein a minimuAi spacing between the upper surface of the deck and a lower 
surface of the runnej/is approximately 1 .75 to 4 inches. 


49. A sliding device for supporting a rider when sliding on a surface, comprising: 
25 a runner having at leasjKme upturned end, a middle portion and a width; 

a deck elewtecLffifem the rup^er, the deck having a width and an upper surface that 
supports a rider; 

a spacem^cifreft to the runner at a runner attachment position and secured to the deck 
at a deck att^iment position so that forces applied by a rider on the deck are transmitted to 
30 the 
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wherein a ratio of the width of the runner to thje width of the deck is approximately 
0.45 to 0.6. 
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50. A sliding device for supporting a rider wh6n sliding on a surface, comprising: 
5 a runner having at least one upturned er^l, a middle portion and a lower surface 

between two lower edges; 

a deck elevated from the runner, the £eck having opposite lateral edges and an upper 
surface that supports a rider; and 

a spacer secured to the runner at ^runner attachment position and secured to the deck 
10 at a deck attachment position so that forces applied by a rider on the deck are transmitted to 
the runner; 

wherein an angle between a nlane parallel to thejtawer surface of the runner and a 
line extending between a lower e$*y o^the runner^id a lateral edge of the deck is 
approximately 30 and 70 degr^s. 

15 

51. A sliding device for siVpcforfing a rider when sliding on a surface, comprising: 
a runner having first anyrsecond ends, a middle portion between the first and second 

ends and a length; 

a deck elevated from^he runner, the deck having an upper surface that supports a 
20 - rider; and 

first and second spacers secured to the runner at respective runner attachment 
positions and secured to trie deck at respective deck attachment positions so that forces 
applied by a rider on thodeck are transmitted to the runner; 

wherein the first spacer is positioned at approximately one-fifth to one-half the 
25 length of the runner from the first end and the second spacer is positioned at approximately 
one-fifth to one-halfflhe length of the runner from the second end. 


